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or value for property, life, character or 


religion, will examine with pleaſure the : 

political ſtate of his native country. Of 

late years inveſtigations of this kind 

| have been very common, but ſome of 
them conducted by the ignorant or de- 

ſigning, have been unproductive of good. 

The operations of the ſhuttle, awl, an- 


vil and ax have been neglected, while 


the keen conteſt of the noiſy diſputants 
diſcuſſed the management of mighty 
empires. Often alſo at the dark and 
midnight hour, the deſigning declaimer 
has from his lofty 1 tribune inſtructed in 

A 2 maxims 


E 


maxims of government crowds of rag- 
ged and hungry patriots... According to 
theſe orators the conſtitution of our 
country which we have been accuſtom- 
ed to think ſound, is in the laſt ſtage 
of a dangerous conſumption, and un- 
leſs their vegetable balſam be applied, 725 
death muſt enſue. According to theſe 
orators, all public rule and ſway in the 
kingdom of Britain reſemble the Spa- 
niſh floating batteries before the for- 
treſs of Gibraltar at no diſtant period, 
and are as by the gallant and indignant 
Heathfield ſpeedily to ang by an aw- 
ful exploſion. a 
Whether the report of theſe Aeſerten | 
from the general belief be true, may 
_ deferve inquiry. It was boaſted by the 
proud inhabitants of ancient Babylon, 
that the deaf and blind would defend 
their impregnable city againſt all be- 
fiegers; but Cyrus with his humble 
force by diverting for a little the Eu- 


r into a lake, entered the city by 
the 


1 


che channel of that river and became 
its lord. Sir Thomas Maule in his caſtle 
of Brechin, wiped in ſcorn with his 
handkerchief the place where a ſtone 
ſtruck which had been thrown by an 
engine from the beſieging camp eee 5 
ward I. but the next ſtone that wa 
thrown ſent him to dwell. * the r 
rits of departed heroes. 7 676 57520 
At entering on this Lubject a eue 5 
wide and extenſive opens to the view, 
over which many of great genius and 
reſearch have marched, and to follow 
vhom even at a diſtance, is difficult for 
the young and feeble though not defi- 
cient in ardour. This ardour I had not 
perhaps diſplayed in ſo public a man- 
ner but for a late occurrence. Educated 
to a profeſſion which now gives little 
hope of ruling kingdoms, and hoping 
for a ſpeedy termination of the troubles 


of Europe, I had reſolved to wait in 
fſilence that deſirable event. But when 


I beheld the reaſonable terms of peace 
es 


4 propoſed. by 1 4 
country utter 


je. 


Croix and the French Directory, I felt 


as a Briton the indignity; ; and as I ap- 


prehended that the voice of diſcontent 
and ſedition would ſoon again be raiſed, 
I determined to ſupply by ſincere good 
will what I wanted of ability. He who 


is not endowed with {ſufficient ſtrength 


of mind for a general, or with ſufficient 
ſtrength of body for a private in the 


grenadier company, may yet be not al- 
together unuſeful to the corps, by beat- 


ing on a drum or Playing on a — The 4) 
preſent eſſay treats, Fr 
I. Of Government in a 
II. Of the various forms of it which 


have appeared in the world; 


IH. Of che Britiſh Government; | 
TV. Of the mode of wum ant 


government; 


V. Of its happy effects on che dan 


1 


1 1 


4 of Goverment in general oe nr 
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Jivintion 1 and ſway have taken place. 


Whether according to Des Cartes, Locke 


and other philoſophers, the mind of 
man at his birth reſemble a piece of 


innate ideas, it is not my buſineſs now 


to inquire. It is certain that men after 


their birth remain not long on a foot- 
ing of equality. Some by diligence, 


ſkill and a train of fortunate circum- 


ſtances are exalted; Others by ſloth, un- 
ſkilfulneſs and a train of adverſity: are 


depreſſed. Dr. Benjamin Franklin was 
the ſon of a dyer and tallow chandler, 


himſelf a printer, and roſe to be Pleni- 
potentiary of the American Congreſs. 


Cardinal Wolſey was the ſon of a com- 


mon butcher, and at laſt became the 


prime miniſter of Henry VIII. At the : 


commencement of the preſent troubles, 


ten, or whether it be impreſſed with 
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the ine 3 1 XVI. was 
obeyed and honoured by 25 millions of 


people. But the day was to arrive when 


in the priſon of the Temple he trembled 
in the midſt of his inſulting ſubjects, 

and at the command of a rude grenadier 
uncovered his royal head to receive the 


red cap of liberty. Crœſus the laſt king 


of Lydia in Leſſer Aſia was rich to a 
proverb, and died poor as Beliſarius. 
Wboever credits the inſpiration of 


ſeripture, which no reaſonable man will 
deny, muſt believe government the or- 


dinance of heaven. Adam and Eve the 


firſt parents of the human race and the 


patriarchs their ſucceſſors till the flood, 


bore rule in their families. After the 


flood, Abraham kept in his family over 
which he was king, a kind of militia 


to repel the hoſtile attacks of ſurround- 


ing nations. He who poſſeſſed the rich- 


eft paſtures, the moſt numerous flocks 


and herds, the moſt ſplendid tent and 


attire would excite the envy of his 
ee: : 


- . * 4 %- 1 x 


neighbours, and het vexations War- . 
fare among petty ſtates that would on >, 
only be called villages, were extremely ' 2 
common. With great ſatisfaction they 22 ä 
would be united under the . 1 
of Nimrod, whom though the hi . 


Joſephus cenſures, the ſcripture ſeems 8 — 
to praiſe. Of him it is recorded that 1 
„ he was a mighty hunter.” To the 5 „ 
firſt” ſettlers, every country generally „ 
Theft ' , ©: 


appears covered with woods. | 
Nimrod extirpated to give room for the „ " 

| operations of huſbandry; and he chaſed | „ 
the ere n of Nr foreſt from the 1 


don "of the pron "i builders" er e 
, the deſcendants of © ' + 
pheth x cravlled v weſt eee xr e 
nt. — king ” 
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-_____  - afterwards'the ſueceſsful dee 
tte venerable Druids: on their own al- 
tars, and flew the infants, the w 
and the aged with as little rem. 
the beaſts of prey, the Britons 
ſecond great effort to recover their li- 
. berties under the vaving banner of 
i The band Lot | bunt 
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as their chief; and lately in . 


25 


Roy 
aſſaſſins was: headed by Downie and 
Watt. Suberdination and ſupremacy 
muſt therefore be in 
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are not attached nec | 
ture of kings. An argent. mer ; 


5 might indeed in his youth procure the 
beſt teac 
difficult to liſten amidſt the ſplendour of 

greatneſs and the amuſements of a court. 


chers; but to their maxims it is 


He is prone to conſider not that he was 


born for the good of his ſubjects, but 


that his ſubjects were born for him and 


are of an inferior ſpecies. Having a- 


ſcended the throne, i rm of a ert 4 


rod e 1. Inſtead of making 


the beams of his mild adminiſtration to 
- ſhine on all his ſubjects and gladden 
- their hearts, by baniſhments, forfeitures 
£ and death he throws a gloom of ſadneſs 
over the empire; The light of freedom | 


vaniſhes, and ſlavery comes in all its \ 


_ darkneſs. The miſerable ſubjects may . 
be compared to the workmen in the 


copper mines of Sweden an hundred and 
9 en below ſurfare, who are 
Wo forbidden 5 


5 The ſultan of Turkey ſeizes: at his will £5 
the wives and daughters of his bee | 
10 the uſs: of n en The empe- 


T woes arrows at his ſubjects br kn —4 


bye: et of. Renten dich ſel. . 
dom allows, the wretch at whoſe head 
the arrow was levelled takes it up, and 


proſtrate at the feet of majeſty returns 


it with humbleſt homage. In the iſlands 
of Japan; the arbitrary will of a deſpotic 
individual diſcovers many offences, and 
every offence is ſuppoſed ſo heinous 
that the tranſgreſſor's biood can only 
waſh it away. It will pond: in the 
ſecond place, that ariſtooracy is is not 215 N 


ferable to monarchy. 


When the ſovereign power 1s a 5 
ad to a few principal inhabitants of a 
country, inſtead. of the weight of one 

Tons} * of Jn” is * What the 
8 heretic 
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wWuhere the e nodility are potentates 
itruggles for the intereſt hon himſelf, his 
retainers or adherents, while that 0 me 
85 community is entirely overlooked or 
„ diftegarded. All che kingdoms of Eu- 
N rope were once under the dominion f 
. ariſtocracy. The g of ev 
_ -. cotmtty wus only a greater nobleman. 
Uke him each of the nobility had ba- 
| rons under them, e a eee 


ed to the eſtates and in ſo abject a ſlave- 
ry, that it was vain for them to atte: 
redreſs of grievances, and ages had W- - 
1 before their death required from 
the killer the ſlighteſt ame 

effects of democraey paſs review 
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nour of a ſecond conſulſhip. 
his boundleſs ambition, che 
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| vals, and a conteſt enſued be 


wards Caius Julius 


as a private citizen, or a 
his country. Between the con- 


ee e fled i into ps fn 50 

ed by a royal- aſſafſm Though Cala 
obtained the n magiſtracy I 
ate, he was ſoon after treacherouſly 


_ 


civil war between the avengers of Ca 


finally baniſhed" the power of the _ 
ple, and eſtabliſhed Auguſtus and mo- 
. archy o the Roman throne. The di 


Pnce the doctrine of England. Henry 
III. dilapidated the revenues of the 


Want ſubjects. James VI. 
ſent of parliament taxed the 
u ſum, which would now at a moderate 


trary to the wiſh of his lieges in 


Epiſcopal form of religion, and ſt 
* over * oppoſers the vengeance of 
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the 
Pnurdered by che ſenate; and à fre 


Iar's death and the followers of . 


vine and indefeaſible right of Mags es. 


:hurch, required what aids and extort- 

ed what fines he pleaſed from his reluc- | 
vithout con- 

calculation, be equal to 400,0 ae Con- 


Land, he preſſed on their acceptance —＋ 


* 8 Power. | 


# 


. 18 1 9 0 
power. His RPE Charles I. _ ow: . 
1 ſec en with the Infanta of eee, 
and by: following the counſels of ! his . 
French Queen, cheriſhed the Popiſh re- 
ligion which his ſubjects deteſted; and 
like his anceſtors was accuſed of paying 
ow attention to the rights of parlia- 
ment or of juſtice. Weary with the ſad 
effects of royal prerogative, the nation 
cried for a republic. Oliver Cromwell 
offered his aſſiſtance and it was accept- 
ed. He ſtained the ſcaffold with the 
blood of his obnoxious ſovereign, and 
5 created a parliament of the meaneſt and 
' moſt- ignorant who at a preconcerted 
ſignal were to deliver up their delegat- 
ed power to him and his officers. The 
nation ſhrunk back with horror from 
the choice it had raſhly made of a re- 
public; it was expoſed to the terrible 
power of military deſpotiſm, and it re- 
ceived with open arms King Charles II. 
and the ancient government. The bone 
of Crom wel. were torn from their ſe- 
| 5 pulehre 


ä pulckre * 8 on as 2 


name of that uſurper and of a con- 


e in e um ned to i 
famy. . 5 $1 TY 


_ © There is in man a Kind of divinan m. 
| a power to judge of the future byitlie | 
_ paſt; and by this rule republics „ 
fraught with danger and uncertainty. 
A government indeed there is along the 
ſhores of North America which has been 
painted in the fair colours of immorta- _ 
lity. By Britain the ſubjects of thalt 
government were formed, foſtered , and 
_ reared to ſome maturity, yet they re- 
xurſement- for her care, 
and when admoniſhed held with ruffian 
hand, the pointed dagger to their pa- 
rents breaft. From parental authority 
they broke looſe, but what did theß 


_ fuſed all rein 


gain? After a war of fix years in which 


they e EXPE 


lions and an half, joſt 80, o men, de- 
wly cultivated fields and 


| checked the 1 of 3 riſing ma- 
* 2 5 | wo n 85 


ſolated their n 


nded” nearly forty-two' eee 


4 


nufactures, * formed a gavernitoent 
which cannot be ſtable. Little more 
than fourteen years have elapſed ſince 
November 30. 1782, when the provit 
ſional articles of peace were ſigned, and 
America declared herſelf independent; 
but there is every reaſon to believe thßge 
reign of bondage awaits her. None is 
diſtinguiſhed by title and few raiſed a- 
bove the reſt by riches. For the and 
of fancied patriots choſen at firſt in the 
fre of zeal there remains a reverence, | 
and though they have often nominally : 
been changed their influence continues 
unaltered. Waſhington has hitherto 
been preſident, but now that Waſhing⸗ : 
ton has reſigned, oppreſſed probably by 
the weight and difficulty of office, who 
ſhall ſucceed him? Five candidates have 
already appeared, but among thoſe who 
have been ſharers of power many others 
may {till ariſe. One will think himſelf 
as well qualified as another for the en- 
vied ſtation, a civil commotion enſues, bs 
: OD ns che 8 
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"ths? ſucceſafal 3 tears im pieces : 
|. boaſted. republicaniſm, fills: the ſenate _ 
and Houſe of Commons with his own _ 
| creatures and 1 dependents, and diſcords 5 


dangerous as their ſwa 


foot. it 855 5 5 Le 


The varying nature 1965 government 5 
in the hands * the common pou : 


nps, and loud as 
the blaſts from their own Appalachian ; 
mountains will be heard to roa. 
In the kingdom of Poland about the 
Heme of the eighth century, after 
the extinction of the race of Lechus, 
twelve ſeized the reins of e government, : 
but quarrelling among themſelves Cra- 
| cus was made king. After many. revo- 5 
lutions, in which the reſtleſs ſtate tolled”  '-- 
ſometimes towards monarchy and at o- 
thers towards a republic, Leſcus a gold- + 
ſmith was honoured: with the crown; 
which on his deceaſe without iſſue was 
155 conferred with great ſolemnity, on a day 
fixed for the purpoſe, upon him who 
ſhowed by a race he as aalen of : 
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was never Ha ill 1 55 


late unhappy French revolution. The ME : ” 
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inating from Hugh 


royal race orig 


pet a brave and an illuſtrious noble. 


man, had 1 now flourifhed for 801 years. 
In ſo long a line of kings ſome muſt 
baue been bad, as Louis XI. who with 


the flagitiouſneſs of a Nero, maſſacred 5 


30,000 Proteſtants; and Louis XIV. 
_ who erected: the ſtandard of univerſal 
conqueſt but bad as ſome of them 
Vvere, they were not worſe upon the 
whole than other European kings. By 
a train of events the kings of France : 
had become monarchical, but their rule, 
as has been ſometimes imagined, was 
not tyranny; nine hundred inhabitants 
might be n on every ſquare league 
of territory, and induſtry and joy were 
unextinguiſhed. Where oppreſſion - 
bounded in any great degree, it was not 


ſo much the eee of the king 8 


of the immenſe body of nobility a- 


mounting to e who to ſupport 25 
| their 


+: 23. 15 
1 n in Cut i 6 


out wiſdom or mercy. augmented the 
rents of their tenants, The 1 30% 
ſuperiour churchmen who lived in all- 
the ſplendour of rank; while they com- 
mitted their eures to parſons with he 
| larks of 281: a year, or to vicars with 
| falaries of half that ſum, brought reli- 
gion into contempt, and the h 
ceaſed to fear the divine governour or 
reſpect the powers of his appointment. 
The late unfortunate Louis XVI., one 
of the moſt} moderate of; the F rench - 
princes in A. D. 1788 had ſummoned . 
together the repreſentat tives of the na- 
tion to receive their complaints, and 
Brant their reaſonable requeſts... A- 
mong the repreſentatives of the com- 
mons were many turbulent and facti- 
ous, jealous of all power, envious of 
all greatneſs, and who enjoyed in their 
aginations an increaſe of 


review 


al miſchief they could produce. s oo : 
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review of grievances, they. TOO OMP, 
that the moſt ſpeedy and effectual mode 


of redreſs would be to overturn: che old 


government and make a new one. In 


this arduous operation were employed 


among others, Roberſpierre an inferi- 


our prieſt, Marat A printer, Collot d'Her- . 
bois an actor, Santerre a brewer and 
Legendre a butcher. T 
given. The affrighted nobility fled; the 


1e ſignal wh. 


king was ſeized ; and the army was 


bribed with a large augmentation of 
pay to aſſiſt the people. In Auguſt A. 
D. 1792, royalty was aboliſhed, and the 
king and his family derided and inſult- : 


ed. The princeſs de Lamballe che fair 


companion and ſoother of the 2 
misfortunes, was dragged from her b 


at midnight by two armed ruffians, an 
on her way to the tribunal of juſtice 


was ſuddenly felled to the ground, her 
body quartered, her head fixed on a TRY 


before the Queen's s window, and her 


man e limbs N in different parts 


of 


195.1 


21 


- of 1 Arb In Pnaey ah D. 1793; 55 
ag without any legal trial was 


| bret to the ſcaffold, and his voice 


aſſerting his ihnocence was drowned a- 
midſt the beating of drums and the 


flouriſh of trumpets: Even Queen Marie 


Antoinette whoſe beauty and misfor- 


tunes would have diſarmed a robber and 
drawn tears from a ſavage, was forced 
to ſurrender her are e r Doth to the: Di 


awful ax of death. : | 
But had Zimri peace eter flew his 


_ 4 maſter?” The killers of royalty ſoon. = 


x. imbrued their hands in each others 


blood; the groans of the ſuffering na- 


ible 


tion were heard on high; the ter 


recoil of ſurrounding kingdoms was pro- 
voked; and the preſent is the third 
form of government ſince the birth of 
a republic. And is this form likely to 
be laſting ? A council of three, of fie, 


and of five hundred There 1 is nothing 


to preſerve, the balance The members 
of the . of five hundred not be- 
1 ing 
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two councils, may ambitiouſſy ſeek to 
obtain that dig 


uty, and if repelled may 

accompliſh their purpoſe by ſecret ma- 
lice or open force. He who has the 
people for his friend to-day may have 
them for his enemy to-morrow ; and he 


: who raiſes himſelf into power on the : 
ruins of his opponents, will ſtriye to 


raiſe with him as many of his confi- } 


dants as poſſible to ſupport his eleva- 
tion. The ruling party may change the 
_ exiſting government; and that the par- | 
ty will at laſt rule which now leads, has 


been. evident for a ſeaſon from the face 


of affairs. The power of the preſident 
cannot protect his friends from the hiſ- 
ſing of the galleries, nor the venerabi- 
lity of their character as repreſentatives. 
ſave them when without doors from the ” 
amt of the populace. 8 


No government can any able which | 


_ excludes religion from its care. He 
| ws receives * eee with reve- 


„„ os rence, 


(71 


rence; knows that the as} 18 
tected the Jews ſo long as they ſerved 
him; but when they tranſgreſſed he 
puniſhed them with inflictions imme- 
diately from his hand, or gave them to 
be puniſhed by neighbouring nations — 
The firſt liſpings of the French repu- 


blic in its cradle were blaſphemies * 


Heaven. Many prieſts were murdered 
merely on account of their prieſthood ; 
ſuch as eſcaped were offered bribes to 
abandon. their miniſtrations ; the Chri- 
ſtian fabbath by public authority was 
aboliſhed, future exiſtence ' declared a 
dream, and atheiſm made ſubject of 
glory and triumph From this hide- 
ous as the Crocodile of the Nile or the 
Kracan on the Norwegian waters, let us 
turn to contemplate ir in the third en 755 
che mis n of e W 


Br ah 0 Government. 


ES: 


1 To this part oh tba bagean iris not 
6 react; I 


. 28 1 
1605 to do jule It is difficult 8 his 
_ anatomiſt to deſcribe properly the Ve- 
nus of Apelles. Here all the beauties 
of the three ſimple forms, monarchy. 
ariſtocracy, and democracy of which 
we have ſpoken; are ſelected and com- 
bined. Like the different colours in 
the rainbow every order is connected 5 
and each has irs Plate noon tl 
In order to underſtand the nature vof 
I the Britiſh government it will be necel: | 
ſary to recur to the hiſtory of a very 
remote period. The people inhabiting 
ttzhe foreſts on the north of Germany 
between the Rhine and the Elbe, and 
from their ſacs or ſhort ſwords called 
Saxons, were divided into ſeveral tribes 
or clans over each of which preſided an 
head or chieftan. He whoſe fortunate 
valour in the field raiſed him to ſupe- 
riority over the reſt was only greater 
becauſe he poſſeſſed more valuable ter- 
ritory. The lord of every tribe was 
5 veſted with full power of juriſdiction 
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5 5 Jeliberativs councils of the chiefs 
but to determine the queſtion: for peace 
or war, and it was then principally that 
they owned ſubmiſſion to a ſovereign- 
In the beginning of the | 5th century, 
the enervated Britons on the departure 
of their allies the Romans, invited over 
the Saxons to deliver them from the 
hoſtile incurſions of the Scots and Picts, 


„ie d he! end 1 


their northern neighbours. The Saxons 7 9 


came and conquered; but what they 
acquired they reſolved to keep. The 
remnant of the ancient Britons took re- 
fuge among the mountains of Wales, 
and the Saxons became maſters of Eng- 
land. They brought with them their 
government; their leaders Hengiſt and 
HForſa two brothers enjoyed in common 
ſupreme power, and after retaining in 
their own poſſeſſion conſiderable do- 
mains, diſtributed the reſt among their 


chief captains, who parcelled out ſhreds 
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21 
the . ceorles or villeins, perform= 
ed the perſonal labour on eſtates. 

Jo a ſeat in what was afterwards 
Y 3 parliament, but then TWiltema=ge- 
mote or council of the wiſe men, were 
only admitted ſuch as poſſeſſed 5 hydes 
or 700 acres of land; and by this rule 
it was that the king, barons greater and 
leſſer, with the Druids and afterwards | 
the Chriſtian clergy were entitled to fit 
in the grand aſſembly of the nation 
e A. D. 1056, when William Duke 
of Normandy, pretending a right to 
the kingdom of England by the forged 
will of Edward the Confeſſor, made an 
invaſion; and killing the reigning prince 
Harold in the battle of Haſtings placed 
himſelf on the throne, the form of go- 
vernment was not much changed, but 
moſt of the Engliſh were turned out of 
their places and their heritages gifted 
to Normans. The conqueror's young. 
eſt ſon, in abſence of his brother u- 
fading to the 2 Landi in the ſuperſti- 
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5 0 tious fp of = times, had ſeized Ga | 


crown, and to atone in the eye of the 


nation for the ſurreptitious deed, with 
an appearance of generoſity eaſed its 
| | burthens. But it was not till the days 
of King John, upwards of an hundred 


15 years aſter, on . A. eh 


that the foundation of the preſent go- 
vernment was laid, and the great char- 
ter ſigned and ſealed on the memorable 
plains of Runnamede between Staines 
and Windſor, before an aſſembled king 
dom. Salutary laws formerly unknown 


or variable at will were committed to 


writing; the king and his barons had 
their reſpective rights defined, and even 
the intereſt of the loweſt claſs was not 
now entirely forgotten the intereſt of 
the land ward ceorles and of the boroughs. 
formerly no better than villages and an- 
nexed to baronies without franchiſe. 
Henry III. the ſon of King John wiſn- 
ed to reſume the grant which his fa- 
Ar! rac been n to make; but 
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the Earl of Leiceſter who.drew-moſt of 


the nobility into his party, Henry was 4 
made captive,” and commiſſioners were 


ſummoned from the ſhires and boroughs 


of that rank of men which had before 
been held in the loweſt contempt, and 
parliament aſſumed the name and form 


it bears at this day, t though it Was: 0 


a century afterwards: till it was r 
ly convened by ſheriffs for the eure 


longer till the Lords 


of taxation, 


diſguſted withs the meanneſs and late 
| ſervility of the Commons, and the Com- 
mons with the arrogance of the Lords 
before whom they could not deliver 
of meeting in ſeparate houſes. Many 
of the nobility had fallen in the deſo- 
| lating war which raged for thirty years 
between the illuſtrious families of Vork 


and Lancaſter, Henry VII. encourag- 


ed their eſtates to be ſold, and ſuch as 
had 1 been nee from vil- 


leinage 


VC ö 
48 Fx 11 
- 1 f l 
8 NN . 1 1 F 
N | 
; T * 
a 


ide? abe Aeltes An Becomhing | 
their purchaſers; threw a ſplendour over 


the Houſe of Commons, which coun- 45 


terbalanced the hereditary dignity of 


the haughty nobles. The number of : | 


Spiritual Lords entitled to fit in parlia- 4 


ment was much abridged by the con 
teſt of Henry VIII. with the Pope; and 


thenceforth no prelate except the two 


| archbiſhops and 24 biſhops that at pre. 
2 are e e were > wdinicted © to 4 


. 


5 "Re" A. D. 105% I Gin: N 
more had returned from the 'Engliſh 


court, in which he had taken refuge 3 . 
ter the aſſaſſination of his father Dun--g- 


can by the uſurper . Macbeth, and had 


brought with him the feudal ſyſtem de- be 
| ſcribed above as prevailing among the 


ancient Saxons. Before this period the 
Scottiſh crown was an abſolute unlimit- 


ed monarchy; it had no check, the ah 


property of the ſubject was the proper- 
ty of the king. James I. of Scotland _ 
T 0-26 
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5% his ad to 1 3 een 
_ ſeized- by the hoſtile Engliſh, and der 
tained in their country for almoſt nine- 
teen years, and when be returned to 
take poſſeſſion of his on kingdom in 
A. D. 1472, he iſſued writs and ſum- 
moned repreſentatives from among the 
Commons as in England. In A. D. 
1560, the ſtructure of the Preſbyterian 
church was completed, but conſtructed 0 
after the republican form of Geneva, 
it was inimical to precedency and bi- 
ſhops. James VI. aware of the popula- 
rity of the meaſure; ſeized the biſhop- - 
rics, beſtowed. only à ſmall living out 
_ of them on the Preſbyterian clergy, and 
erected them into temporal lordſhips. 
Afterwards indeed, not only James but 
his ſon and grandſon Charles I. and N. 
attempted to aboliſh Preſbyterianiſm and 
eſtabliſh Epiſcopacy, but the plan was 
not much ſooner formed than rejected. 2] 
At the Revolution Preſpyterianiſm was 
eſtabliſhed 1 in Scotland, and THE the law 


of 


and 45 Commons; whereas England is 


allowed to ſend her whole Peers abour 
180, and 313 Commons. But Scotland 028 
pays only 48,000]. of land tax; where- 
glance pays 1,997.76 l. which is | 
40 times more land tax e 


times more of influence. Y 


At the general election i in A. D. 1790, 5 


chass were probably about 1 07,720 vo- 
ters for chooſing repreſentatives of the 
Commons. And that nothing is fairer 
than the mode of chooſing theſe repre- 


ſentatives he will find who gives bur a 
few hours to the peruſal of Wight's ex- 


ions. When a 


. cellent Treatiſe on Ele 


E2 (member 


2 A. D: a in a the öh hear of 
and 283 Commons ak to vole | 8 
in the Scotch parliament; but fince the 

Vnion only 16 Scotch Peers are electivte 


e. 


1 „ 


3 of 5 * ain re- _ 1 
dens or accepts of a diſqualifying of- 
fice under the crown, or when the par- 
liament itſelf is diſſolved or expires by 
a natural death, the elerk of the crown 
immediately iſſues a writ to the ſheriffs Th, 


of counties to ſummon the voters with- _ 


out delay to elect burgeſſes and knights > 


of the ſhires. No fine can extort in- : 


| fluence from a voter, or bribe ſoften 
him without a breach of a ſolemn oath. 
Who ſhall enter the Houſe of Commons 
with * Speaker in his chair, and the 
Houſe of Peers with the Lord Chancel- _ 
lor in ſtate, and have the audacity to 
deny that theſe auguſt aſſemblies are for 
the benefit of the nation? Moſt of the _ 
dignified members in both houſes. are 
: ne of extenſive property in land, 
or deeply. engaged i in trade, and is it to 
be feared they will bring in bills which 
by injuring the farmer and manufactu- 
rer would in the end recoil on them- 
ſelves? No artful party can precipitate 
| Ez 1 
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g - a Rs be 5 ured in Shes be 3 
before it obtains hear conſent. The n 


1 WN fe fag By e — „ 
the Commons a majority enacts las. ESE” 
It is not in Arirzin gn rene „ 
the parliament is a ſhadow. There a 
privy council appointed by the king ] 


1 


| propoſes laws, and a cabinet council al. 
fo of his creation enacts them. Out ] 


on the contrary, is not allowed to 
s fjignify his intention either in perſon or 
NH by a miniſter in regard to any bill, til | 
once it has paſſed both houſes. He has . 1 I 


= power indeed to appoint the great a -.— 7 = 


cers in the civil military and naval. de- 8 9 8 i 
partments, but parliament muſt be con 
ſulted before he can pay them, and 8 +7 i 
woney bills originate. in the Hon kfx 
45 . Commons. 1 
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nay "tremble: under the 


d of his 100, 00 Spahis and Jani- 


| Zaries or horſe” and foot; but in this 7 


After the laws. are Framed the ks l 


executes them; and none can be fitter 


for the office. He is far above matice, ; 
and could not hope to augment his ci- 
vil liſt by injuſtice. Our king has not 
the haughtineſs of the humble, who ſud- 


denly riſe to eminence. One of his an 


ceſtors in A. D. 1140 married Maude, 
eldeſt daughter of Henry II. of England. 


James VI. who aſcended the Britiſh 


throne on the death of his mother's 
couſin Elizabeth in A. D. 1603, was ra 
the eighth of the royal. race of Stuart 


who had enjoyed the crown ini ſaccef- 


ſion for 274 years. George I. was grand- 
ſon of Elizabeth Stuart eldeſt daughter 
of et VI. who had been married to 
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tiality for a party, nor to thy 
eee on vacant thrones. een 
years of waſting war had elapſed. before 

- Wow grandſon of him ho had ſtood 
in competition with Baliol on the death 
of Queen Margaret, received the crown. 


at Scone from the fair hands of the = 


' Counteſs. of Buchan. . Tarquinius Priſ- 
cus the fifth king of the ancient Ro- 


mans and ſon of a rich Corinthian mer- 
chant had bribed the ſenate to ſet aſide 
the two ſons of the late king Ancus 


| who were only boys. But reaching 


| man's eſtate they planned. ſucceſsfully 
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his deſteuclen W. ale de court 80 
fore the ſenate houſe: he liſtened * to the 


5 feigned ground of quarrel between two 


treacherous ſhepherds, one of Ancus's 
ſons retiring behind him cleft his head 
with a battle ax. Towards the begin- 5 
ning of the fourteenth century, Upoir 
the inſanity of Charles VI. of France, 
the Dukes of Otleans and Burgundy 
contended for the prize of ſucceſſion. 
At the inſtigation of Burgundy, Or- 
leans Was aſſaſſinated in the ſtreets of 5 
Paris, and a civil war enſued of which 
England taking t the advantage, almoſt 
all the kingdom was ſubjected to the 
power of Henry V. On the extinction 
of the race of the profane and cruel 
Gengis-kan internal diſcords were kind- 
led which gave additional waſte to the 
bleak regions of Tartary, till at laſt the 
| craft and ſubtilty of Timur Bek one of 
the petty princes of that country raiſed 
himſelf to the throne. In Abyſſinia the 
reigning emperor detains the princes _ 


1 


95 ba 
: "of the: 1 in 1 3 a” n 


Perſia he deprives them of ſight; ET 


in Turkey * thens to the edge of me 
bre Ge 


No claſs of 3 is mach by our g 


governments.; 7 Seventy-one boroughs; it 


is ſaid, are disfranchiſed, and there are 
ſeveral decayed boroughs poſſeſſed: of 
votes. But ſuch as are disfranchiſed 
have not been diſgraced without offence; 


and to deprive boroughs: of their in 


ence becauſe decayed, would be as un- 
juſt as to pronounce an interdict on an 
unfortunate gentleman who had been 
forced to ſell his eſtate, and to deprive 
him of the right of fire and water. Any 
perſon who feels himſelf aggrieved may 
lodge a petition with the member of 
parliament for the county or diſtrict to : 
which he belongs,” and if he refuſe to 
preſent the petition, though. every way - 
reaſonable, it will certainly be accepted 


by ſome other member . for why with- 
out a precedent, ſhould we ſuppoſe juſ- 
n „„ ties 


1 


* - 
SW 
1 


1 


tice - abt mandy fled from: the 1 Ho- wy 
- nourable:the Houſe of Commons? For- 
tunate it is likewiſe: for the nation that 
the Houſe of Lords the ſecond branch 
of legiſlature, and with whom lies the 
laſt appeal of the people, has been edu- 
cated with a ſenſe of propriety and with 
an utter avgrſion from whatever is baſe _ 
or mean; and an Eee fatal to the 
intereſts of the ſubject cannot dwell i in 
an aſſembly of which ſo many ſuperior | | 
clergy and dignified lawyers form a part. 
But for the ſafety and joy of Britain, 
rhe perſonal and worthy character of our 
ſovereign muſt not be forgotten. More 
moderate than Nerva, more pious than 
= Antoninus, he is another Jehoſaphat. | 
Baut rhough the form of Britiſh govern- _ 
0 p ment be approven, yet fault has been 
T mo with the mode of — 
. - To' repel which en is 157 
= Fo fourth article of diſcuſſion. kia 


= Tn IV. And this vin not require 155 elo- 
| quence 
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| quence af a Giese or a GChachaied.: Seine: 
materials had been previouſſy prepared, 
but the foundation of our conſtitution 
vas laid with the foundation of che en 5 
charter, and the building finiſhed at 
the grand Revolution Since this pe- 
riod valuable appenda ges have been 


made to the ancient ſtructure of go—- 


vernment ſome of which we 1 ſhall hint, 
and then encounter the three formid- 
able objections to the proper admini- 


ſtration of Britiſh government; name- 
ly taxes, the nnn and 0 2 os 


an war. 


be mem that: two ee W j 
doms deſtined by their ſituation to be- 


come one, have been connected in fra- 


ternal union. The royal bounty has been 
extended towards eſtabliſhing ſchools 
in the Highlands of Scotland amd Ire- 
land and propagating the. goſpel in fo- 


_ reign. parts. Parliament which every 


8 chird yOu had troubled the nation with 
| AS. new 


1 


t „ 


new HleQions, became e The 


power of the Highland Scottiſh clans 


which forbade induſtry and excluded 
civilization is broken. Premiums on 
flax, linen, and fiſheries are offered, and 


alſo diſtributed to ſuch as improve their 


country by their diſcoveries or writings. | 
A ſevere tax on coals carried coaftwiſe 


has been aboliſhed ; and a mode adopt- 
ed by which ſeamen in the ſervice of 


government may eaſily collect their ar- 
rears and cheaply tranſmit intelligence 


to their friends. A board of agriculture * 


5 has been eſtabliſhed, attention to road 


bills is given, and an eaſy and en 
mode of recovering ſmall debts deviſed. 


Theè annual ſalaries of judges, profeſſors, 
and the clergy increaſe with the grow 


ing opulence of the nation. 
And now we meet the three formid- - 


able objections to the mode of admini- 


tration, the firſt of which is, Taxes. 
And this of late has been the ſubje& of 
loud lamentation and clamorous com- 

| Pn, 


ls "WEI it betray: 
times when * were no ee ings canes; 
the people were not happier than at pre: 
ſent. Taxes became at laſt neceſſary, 
and though now they be numeraus, yet 
being ſo well regulated they cannot be 
called oppreſſive. In the days of the {8 
- feudal ſyſtem of which our ſubject hass 
led us ſo often to ſpeak, there was not 
much occaſion for regular taxation. In 
Scotland and England the King held very _ 
extenſive territory; the great barons as 
his tackſmen let their lands to the leſſer 
barons as tenants, and under them were 
the operative villeins or ceorles. Ma- 
nufactures then ſcarcely exiſted, and the 
towns no better than villages were in 
the ſervice of the crown. Thoſe Who 
held of the great proprietor received 
their poſſeſſions on condition of pro- 
curing and carrying proviſions for the : 
royal table, of levying troops, and even 
" of building ſhipping at his command. 7 
At this . chou gh there were 
| Le. © 


| 


1 4 1 


5 ſeareely any regular taxes, 8 
ones were extremely vexatious. An hea- 
vy contribution was demanded to make 
the eldeſt ſon of the king a knight, to 

pay a dowry for his daughter at mar- 
riage, and to redeem himſelf from the 
hand of the enemy, if he happened to 
1 be taken a priſoner. When a great ba- 
. ſucceeded to an eſtate being a mi- 
1 a large ſum was paid to the king 
for wardſhip, another at his entry and 
a third at his marriage. Without en- 
tering into particulars, immenſe' ſums 
were paid even to obtain juſtice. Ex- 
tortion followed extortion under the title 

of a benevolence. The property of the 

ſubject was too much at the mercy of 

the prince, and the mamma of dil- 

content were heard from the caſtle of 

the thane to the oottage of the ceorle. 
As ages rolled on the ancient fabric 

of the feudal ſyſtem mouldered away, 

the crown lands were diſpoſed of by 


; gift or ſale, and it became incumbent 
on 


— 


. „ 


1 on ty nation at its 8 
_ ſupport the dignity: of the crown and 


\ levy troops for its own protection. Pro- 
perty being ſecured by law, arts and 
i manufactures were ee the r 5 


E gros ing 44 
Prodvced 1 importation, r a multiti 


of new ſhips were constructed and 
To defend the 


brought - into. ation 
ſhipping and the ates the navy was 
greatly inereaſed, and received ample 


| . 1 from the ſtate. Rat en 


Taxation in Bait ie 18 . e 


A Taogpt from France, Emer Spain, 
ve collect our revenue from almoſt e- 
very nation under deins from the 


nmark to the ſhores of 


kingdom of Der 


Indoſtan. The land tax amounts only 
to 2,045 ,7631-; though the immoveable | 


property may be eſti at 1300 


millions. The Weſt — = 
will ceaſe to complain of the duties on 
rum and ſugar, when he thinks that for 


” 
a Y $ N 7 
D - 
No l 
1 
5 > 8 
79 rr eee 


Fa 


his 5 W 8 1 1 have 55 We 
prohibited from the Eaſt Indies; and 


that to favour him war was waged: with 
half the Continent of America, n 


becauſe our colonies refuſed to conſine 


their trade to our Weſt Indies. > The 


brewer will ceaſe to repine at the duties 
which fall on him, when he thinks that 


although the! price of barley has been 
doubled, the price of ſpirits and beer 
within the laſt 25 years has alſo been 8 


doubled. It is pleaſing to obſerve, that 


the moſt numerous claſs, thoſe in the 
- loweſt order, eſpecially i in Scotland, pay 
little or nothing to government. They 
are not ſubject to poll tax or houſe duty, 
and the Scottiſh wool of which their 


weeds are made, and the barley, oats, 


milk, butter, cheeſe, eggs, of which their 


ſubſiſtence in ſummer is compoſed, are 


not articles of exciſe. If a few neigh- - 


bours chooſe to ſlaughter an ox or ſome 


| ſheep among them for winter fare, the 
1— has not a mite from their 


* 


Mt - 


/ , 


1 „ 1 


2 Rullia the army is: clothed by chad 
ws of the country through which it 
paſſes, and the bread with which they 
are fed is wrung from the reluctant 
hands of half ſtarved peaſants. In the 
chief city of Spain, a third part of the 
rent of every houſe is exacted by the 
ſtate; and grain, cattle, poultry and e- 
very thing ſold in the market are ob- 
jects of ſevere exciſe. In the domi- 
nions of Italy belonging to the- Pope, 
bakers are obliged yearly to receive a 
certain quantity of wheat at an exorbi- 
tant price, and though it may not be 

all uſed, next year is repeated the ſame 
| proceſs of oppreſſion. In France, the 
officers of police demand from the farm- 
er a certain quantity of grain, from 
the baker a certain quantity of loaves, 
and from the merchant a certain quan- 
tity of cloth for the benefit of the re- 
public. The next day theſe emiſſaries 
of the Directory, theſe ruffians of re- 
formation come again, repeat the ſame 
. demand, 
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| rad; and give in return a a ſpecies of 


an old uſeleſs piſtol be, which a high- 
wayman. had forced the traveller to. take 
in exchange for gold and diamonds. In 
the taxes which Britons pay to govern» 
ment they give only a little of the in- 


3 8 


the ſecond grand objection to the mode 
of eee the * govern- - 
: ment! 5 
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had ungratefully forgotten the kind de- 

| liverance we had given them in the for- 
mer century from the Spaniſh yoke, to- 

gether with the expence of preparing 
for war with the French our natural 


tel 


bills called aſſignats or mandats no more 
equivalent to what is ſeized than would 


tereſt of: the capital. In F rance the go- 
vernment is not content with the whole 


But if taxes b 8 * api Why is 
50 ſo much national debt, which is 


Two violent wars oh the Dutch who 1 


enemies, laid che foundation of the na- 
tional : 
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tional debt which at; the Revol ution 1 | 
1. 054.9251. William III. accepting the 


honour of filling the abdicated throne 


of James VII. his father-in-law had 
rbances to quell, and not 


many diſturbance: 
wiſhing to appear to diſtreſs his ſubjects, 
| borrowed a ſum of money which ha- 


ving funded he taxed them to pay its 


intereſt, and the national debt in A. D. 
1701, towards the cloſe of his reign, 


roſe to fourteen millions. The period 
during which Queen Anne wore the 


crown, was diſtinguiſhed by the atchieve- 


ments of Marlborough, whoſe 56 vic- 
torious battles, ſix more in number than 
the victorious battles of Julius Cæſar 


though they humbled the ambition of 
France, and vindicated the liberties of 


Europe; yet advanced the national debt 
to 50 millions. By the frequent wars 


which have ſince occurred, and a per- 
nicious maxim once prevalent that the 
more the nation borrowed the reins of 


88 were the ſtronger, its debt 
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bac the late loan and the une 5 
ſpecified at opening of laſt budget, has 


increaſed to the large amount of about 


400 millions. 


18 there not then ground; ar ale ; 
and may not nations like individuals be 


unfortunate and become bankrupt ?— 
Stock muſt be {old, one would have re- 


courſe on another, innocent families be 
driven forth to want, ſorrow be ſeen on 


every countenance and miſery pervade 2 


the land. Such were the effects of a 


ſtoppage of payments on May 20. A. 
D. 1720, even for the ſum of 142 mil- 


lions with which France had been bur- 


| dened on the death of the ambitious, 


and turbu ent Louis XIV. ; and for re- 


funding which debt, a bank had been 
erected under the direction of John Law 
of Laurieſton. 


At preſent there is no dagger by” na- 


tional bankruptcy. The landed property 


may be valued as we have hinted be- 


fore, at 1 300 millions, and the perſonal 


and 


"ra, 


1 


and ih property at allo millions, 
the joint amount of which is 3900 mile 
lions; ſo that though the national debt 
were paid, a clear balance of 3500 mil- 
lions would remain. But why then not 
pay the debt immediately? It would be 
impracticable, improper and imprudent. 
It would he impradticable immedi- ' 
aely:; without ſtopping. by weight of 
| preſſure the motion of the great wheel 
of government. A man who has an 
annuity of 100l. and who has been in uſe 
to live up to his income, will find it 
impoſſible from his own funds to pay 
at once 5 00l.; but by yearly paying 
20l. of the capital with the intereſt as 
it falls due, will eaſily liquidate the ſum 
which preſſed ſo hard upon him, in five 
and twenty years. By the wiſe direc- 
tion of the preſent Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in A. D. 1786, a million 
was applied yearly for extinguiſhing the 
national debt, and the intereſt which 
5 account of 82 ſecurity of the ca- 
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I pital 3 in 8 exceeds not 32 per cent. 
is regularly paid. Taking the national 
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debt at the round ſum of 400 millions, 
it includes ſupplies for the ſervice of the 


enfuing year, till the end of which, let 
us ſuppoſe the war protracted, and yet 
all this enormous ſum might be extin- 


guiſhed in 89 years, by only paying the 


intereſt when due, and applying an- 


| nually 4+ millions to liquidate the prin- 
cipal. Meanwhile the burdens of the 


nation would grow lighter with the de- 
creaſing intereſt; and though war or 


other unforeſeen contingencies ſhould 
give a temporary converſion to part of 


the 45 millions into another channel, it 


would only delay for a little longer the 


reimburſement of the e 8 
tors. 


But though this * 8 be n 


immediately, it would be improper. 
The ſtate would thus reſemble a rich 


merchant who having money from dif- 


ferent mn ſhould throw it without 


previous 


51 


pe notice into . OTE PR. 
that thereby they would not. only loſe 
its intereſt for a ſeaſon, but be forced 
to live on the ſtock, till, they. found 
another ſecure fund in Wien to. * 
Poſit it. e 
But the i W of tha ED a 
Fee debt would not only be im _ 
proper but imprudent. No ſurer hold 
can be taken of the generality of man- 
kind than intereſt. They who have 
money in the public funds will wiſh the 
welfare of the Conſtitution, ſuppreſs ſe- 
dition and encourage loyalty; in like 
manner as he who has notes from a bank 
will zealoufly defend its eredit, ſo me 18 5 
zs its notes remain in his polleffion....,! - C17 
This ſubje& is in the high and re- „ 
= ſpectable management of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, the Maſter of 
the Rolls, Governour and Deputy Go- 
vernour of the Bank of England, and 
the Accountant General of the High 
| Court 
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nen ef Ker, co bet wal and. 
ability it may fafely be intruſted. But 


1 


why the preſent war? And this is the 


third grand objection to the mode of 


adminiſtration. . 
No war is in itſelf 1 By it 


fruitful fields are deſolated, the palaces 


of princes laid in ruins, the bodies of 
many ſent untimely to ſleep with the 


clods of the valley, and the cheeks of 
many a widow and orphan bedewed 


with tears. But war though never a- 
greeable, is unfortunately often neceſ- 
ſary. It is very unpleaſant for a man 
as he returns home to meet the attack 
of the dark mali ignant robber; but what 
law human or divine forbids ſelf de- 


fence? The preſent is a war of this kind. 
We ſat under our own vines and fig- 
trees, ſcarcely a breath ſtirred the leaves, 
or a cloud tinged the clear ſky. 


This calm preceded a tempeſt. Clouds 7 | 


of thick darkneſs appeared in the ſouth, 
and the roar of thunder was heard acroſs 


the 
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tho mem del n e coal 8 
France, mingled with the acclamiations 

of villainy, the ſighs of: the; ſorrowful; 
and the groans of the dying. In France 
the thrones of their ancient: kings had 


been ſhaken; the nobility lain and 


ſpoiled of their ſubſtance, the church 
deprived of its ornaments and revenues, 
ä perſed, rapine 
was the order of the day, juſtice baniſi 
riſtjanity ; :abokſhed! and atheiſm 
| proclaimed.', 1 tb 1 87 90175 x 35 
Having levelled all alto among No 
themſelves; they reſolved to force others 
to their fraternity. From the Dutch 
who were governed by his Excellency - 
the Stadtholder thetrelation of our King 
and our ally; they endeavoured to ſeize 
a ſhare of the navigation of the Scheldt 
and Maefe, for which their anceſtors 
had foughti! againſt Spaniſh! tyranny. 
They ſent alſo emiſſaries into Britain to 
raiſe the ſeditious by tempting them 
N nr of the French 


the teachers of religion d 
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1 Scotland in a ſtate of fabrication: under 
mmi auſpices of wretches, who had they 
deen admitted to the honour of the fir- 
„ would not have di 
„ and Nu 6 la 


, - g i \ % . * > - 
L £A*Y + ; 115 1 7 . . * wept» 
; 20 1 inen 8 


The Alden bill gave a 
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perfion | to the demons Sew 8 but 


by 


fraud, they ed to effea a 
pen force. An embargo was Hid on bes 
ſietips in their ports, Earl Gower our am- 
. baſſador in danger of inſult was; recalled, | 

| A. D. 179 3. war was 


i _ -- ___  pirbelaimed;': 
humour of a ACC 
ditional territory, not even to preſerve 
the balance of power, but in defence af 
| our very exiſtence as a people, in de- 
fence of juſtice, religion, and humanity. 
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| | _ roxy ſat on our rm but at laſt. chan: 
ged ſdes, The enemy like the ide of. 
> vaſt. ogean,) have rolled their, waves 
ders but all, Hol- os 
d. 1. They ſtill menace the banks of 


ſome 
not oply,over all Flans 


2 Ae and pillage part of the fait 
m 

we turned the: ſword againſt ug, The 

reaſonable terms of peace ſuggeſted by 
Lord Malmſbury 


themſelves, ordered him 


they thremen mth and invading fleet.the 


on. of lo ene ile: 


coaſt, x | 


ſitions, and Ae * peace on | their | 
own terms? But ſhows. not their con- 
duct the virulence of the Romans to- 


wut iq Carthaginians, and ſeem not 
HT 1 4. 
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MAINS of :Iraly<;» The Spaniards, alſo . : 
v ſhallow policy have ſhifted. fides, i 


ur ambaſſador they 


inſolentiy rejected, propoſed no terms 
abrupt - : 


7 itory, and now 


N. coaſt of Ireland. Shall wethen ; 
| ts, ſhall we leave them i in 
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Let vs then ariſe, Pur . on 
diſplay ro the world” that neither NE 
national ſpirit nor reſources are are gone. 
The piratical Danes had rebels mded in 

England, and Alfred was foroed to leave 75 
his threne; but having ſurveyed their 
camp in diſguiſe and collected his friends, 
he bravely expelled them the iſla 


: He had: rhet* e 15 ine midf 


. dear, for the ee, n on/ of jute] 


| dation #- ute 10 I len a; 
What is the rele? ſtats of France? 

The third muſhroom form of ben 

ment is ready to fall to pieces, mandates 

or orders of ſtate are iſſued to ſeize: the 

property of the ſubject for the payment 

of the troops ; bread is too bigh-priced 

for being the food of the poor; the ge- 

nerality are weary of the death ſong 

8 and the cry to arms; and peace is the 

darling wiſh of all who are not in 


; wa 3 * 17 fx 2 
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ö and live not on he poi of Weisen : 
try. Beyond the frontiers of France, 
che Dutch groan for che Stadtholder to 
deliv en ese oppreſſors, the 
Spaniards keep aloof, and ſeem not to 
have forgoren the deſtruction of | pan 


treats, and — ere * 
being ſurrounded, will probably ſoon 
follow the example of His brethren, and 
after (having: like: Hannibal taſted the 
ſweets of Italy and knocked at the gates 
of nene driven back to eee, 
country to wretchedneſs and want. 
cee concur to favour us. 5 
The reins of government are held by 


18 millions was raiſed in 15 hours. | 
= to proceed without convoy, | diſ- 15 
bobedience of ſignals or chance of war 

have indeed thrown ſome merchantmen 
into the hands of the enemy; 74 but our p 

_ naval nenn diſpute. The 
"aq he | 1 en : 


Pawan loot and but lately a loan of 
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thunder of Britain is heard terrible to 


our foes, from the esse cx 5700 


g 9 ee 8 
"mo -chrone in 
| tration of government iii a cc ow: | 
even againſt the conſtitution itſe n 
pPrudent man will ſpeak wi 3 


Revolution in ſtates thou 
neceſſary is always dangerous, 


| © preſent generation of Brhens i it h 
hoped, by far too wiſe to hazard this 8 
experiment. The cantons of Switzer- 


land once annexed to the 5 
pPire, were treated with mercileſs cruel- 
ty. One of their delegates fixed his hat 

on a pole, and inſolently dem he 

homage to it, till one © 1 


- Hhnveiriþe;\bae ag Tees mut oſt 
fer death, or or ſtrike with aàn arrbw at a 


ande of A rüfflan; had not he conſulted 
his ſafeèty by flight. e e 
his quarrel, and a flame was kindled in 
A. D. 1303, which Hurnt with more or 
leſs violence till A D. 1648, When the 
 Weſtphaliun- 22 ue e Swit- 


bourtry, 4 hs D. 7688, the tranſlation 
of the cron only from James VII. to 
his daughter's huſband occaſioned So. 
_ turmoil:to/ the nation, „though GG 
_ forfitedtheireſteeni by promoting both 
in church and ſtate the Weener 
Popery, by "bis: perverſion! of juſtice 


through Judge Jefferies;: and violation 


ing the reign of William, diſſenſionz 


both 


ronfiderable diſtande am apple placed on 
: head uf his ſon- Being a deilfal = 

an he ſucceeded in the attumpt; 

ud not have eſcapeũ the veuge- 
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17 and dealt death 8 40 that hand, from 
which at other tim eee eee agen 
8 The friends of eber n and ral. 
tion may blow as long and loud as the 
will the — of ſedition, to ee | 
ſiderate it will give no alarm; ſince in 
treating of the Britiſh government, they 
can add as we do in the fifth and laſt - 
place, its happy effects on the ſubject- 
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TU ahi This is a world of pilgri 
nere are life unavoidable 

: ; from which it is no reflection on go- 
vernment chat it cannot exempt men; 

for What government can defend them 
from viciſſitude of fortune, and the aſ- 


ſail of ſickneſs and ſorrow? A govern- 
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2 property, Where, Property. is in 
ſecure induſtry ill IA 0 man a ill. 
vn Nhat 12 


op of the „ Ie lough-1 

the powers of genius are e, Ee 
Some are | prone to imagine that E 35 
cauſe che law keeps the goods of Bri- 
tons) inviolate, that it did ſo in every 
au hiftory, and thas, at pre- 


4 


the Hes of tbe ſubject; 19 5 heir ry” 
ror is great. It was onee a cuſtom in 
"i kingdom to which we alluded 
re, that every eſtate on the death . 
thi poſſeſſor devolved on the crown, b > oF: 8 | 
whom it was either retained, or redeem- 
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ed by their „er [7 nn 
nige gratuity: Even in the days of 
Henry VIII. that monarch on a viſit 0 
the Earl of C Oxford, finding a ſplendour | 
he thought too great for a nobleman; - 
amerced him in a ſutn rl might 
now be eſtimated at 360, 01-0. 2 
The inſtability of property 147 5 Turk- 
iſh deſpotiſm has exeeedingly waſtec 
and depopulated the region of Paleſtine. 
In the eighth chapter of the book of. 
Deuteronomy,” it is deſeribed as a land 
of whear, barley, vines, fig-trees and 
pomegranates, a land of oil olive and 
honey; a land wherein bread might be 
eaten without ſcarceneſs. The Iſraelites 
before entering it as they journeyed in 
the wilderneſs of Arabia, amounted to 
24 millions, and afterwards their num- 
bers greatly increaſed. At. preſent: in 
Paleſtine he who ſows - muſt have an 
armed companion to defend his ſeed- 
corn, and according to Volney, all the 
inhabitants of Syria from Aleppo to the 


ent rance 
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| entrance, into e can . . 


at no more than 2, 305, . In France 
before the exiſtence .of the late Political 
ur E ay. almoſt every portion of terri- 
tory was covered With wheat, adorned 
with vineyards, or beautified With the 
ſeats of the great, Since levelling of all : 


diſtinctions Was the mode, and as in | 5 


Sparta ſince a man has little more than 
he can defend, the manſions of the 
mighty haſten to ruin and the, fields 


and vineyards are neglected; for Who 


would ſow when there is no certainty 


'of reaping, es Pint and Peine chen 


Wars! is little hope of eating fruit? 


In Britain ſtrong fences are h | 


5 the property of the ſubject, 
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through which, the moſt powerful can- 


not break. The adjuſtment of quarrel 
between maſter and ſervant, the ſettling 


the line of roads, and the recovery f | 


ſmall debts, not exceeding 31. 6s. 8d. are 
accompliſhed without coſts of ſuit by a 
e of his Majeſty 8 * of the 
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the Earl K 


„ 0 ' againſt v5, with the friends of his 
that for harſh and brutal treatment 
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| ſeized; Rizrio the muſician who, retired 
5 behind the Queen to ſave him from 
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| ſeparately from him, was executed like. 
da common felon and then di 

| rn 75 
_ } a ſtrict neutra- 

5 not deliver. up the of- 

1 nder wrath of the; offended. 
- I. is not r unrecorded: in hiſtory, - 
dust ,while, the, young, and beautiful | 
WEE My ueen £ pper in 
© the palace with the £ | 
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0 as next As on „ intel 
leſs a t des, put him to 8 


1 1 * 93 Se * . 
> death. oy” 11 3 el, . 4 Nin 


_ As: ane | 
fone; much lefs 
a 2 cauſe; aſſigned. In Englan 

Corpus act, ſo called from 


ſon can 33 
ut to death without 


5 che two eee eee, a perſon 


| incarcerated: Ry one: fix Hua: af. 


rea e it, and if not diſmiſſec 
; ene e indicted at next term, 


and after he is liberated, cannot again 


for the ſame offence be recommitted. 
Though this beneficial act extend not 
to Scotland, unleſs the criminality of 
Tae wriſoner be notorious, he will be 
admitted to moderate bail on ing: © 
tion. An unfortunate debtor who may 


be committed: by the creditor, being 


ſupported at his expence will generally 
ſoon be releaſed, and the atteſtation of 
a phyſician declaring his life in danger 


| by confinement, will remove him to 
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gy Er res or as an- 
N menen our own: ee 5 be extort+ : 5 


* — to cs ee | 
+. - eatgtherizand; the accuſed may x 5 
RE duce every exculpatory circumſtan of 
Which his caſe can adi 

A Fah as are criminate are firſt brought 
i before the grand jury of 44, or not leſs 
than 12, where, the ſtanding trial itſelf - 
being an hardſhip, it is decided whether 
they ought to be tried. If the verdict = | 
be for trial, they are brought before the 
petty or ſmall jury of 12, where; they 
| have liberty to reje& ſuch jurymen as 
| they may think prejudicial to their in- 
tereſt, and are allowed the affiſtance of 


e e ee 
5 


| counſel with time to prepare their de- 
5 fence. In Scotland there is a ſelection 
of 15 jurymen from the 45 neutral men 
a that are ſummoned. In making up this 
5 — e ſelection, 
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election; che accuſed may make ſimilar 
rejections, poſſeſs ſimilar advantages as 
in England; and the Court of Juſticiary 
being free and independent as the 12 
Judges of the fiſter kingdom, may be 
r to ene nN ond e. 
a f 
The illuſtrious nd e M. 0 
Cuſſy had fled from his own country 
| where according to the memoirs of Mun- 
chauſen, the horrid ſpectres of Rouſ- 
ſeau and Voltaire linked each in an arm 
of Beelzebub exulted in blood; but 
with a with natural to man had lately 
returned to paſs the remainder of his 
days in obſcurity and peace. At ſeven 
o'clock in the morning, without the 
{lighteſt colour of truth, he was ſeized 
as an emigrant who eſpouſed the royal 
cauſe, and brought before the tribunal 
of his accuſers; no time was - allowed 
him to give in a defence or prepare for 
eternity, but at one o'clock of the ſame 
das he was hurried to the ſcaffold, 
„ whence 


Juſt and cruel oppreſſors. 


1 


15 end his gentle ſpirit indignant wing: a. 
ed its way, beyond the reach of bin un- 


In Britain, puniſhments calling: up 3 
the ideas of ſlavery are ſtudiouſſy avoid- 
ed; as in Ruſſia the branding the fore- 
head or cheek with the ſcar of infamy. 
Death the laſt award of man is ſparing- . 
ly inflicted, and even then with no cir- 
cumiſtances of crnelty, as were diſplayed 
by the ancient Romans in nailing eri- | 
minals to a croſs, If death be held too 
ſevere a ſentence for any malefactor, an 
application to our ſovereign WP 
a reprieve. The Britiſh government 
gladdens its ſubj ts not only by pro- 
tecting their property and ren but . 
third, their character. 
3. It is to be hoped for the wy af 
human nature, that there are not many 
who have ſo completely loſt all ſenſe of 
character as Thaleftris the Amazonian 
queen, who, according to Juſtin, march- 
ed 3 5 days with 300 > of her female war- 
| riors 
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riors” to meet Alexander oniled; the 
Great, and told him in the preſence of 


his guards, that the object of her viſit 
was to have children by him. What 


without character are the vigour of 


youth, the charms of beauty, elegance 5 
of accompliſhment, or the ſplendour of 


a coronet or a crown? To the noble 
mind character is dearer than life itſelf. 


For the love of fame, the man of con- 


; templation has injured his health by aſ- 


ſiduous meditation over the midnight 


taper. For the love of fame, the am- 


bitious have left the ſeats of greatneſs 


where they might have reclined at eaſe, 


and in a foreign country marſhalled the 


hoſt on the embattled plain, met the 


furious foe, and walked through lanes. 


of death. 
When the envious voice of defama- 


tion is raiſed againſt the innocent, the 
law commences an action of ſlander, 


the defamer is fined in proportion to 


the offence, and is forced 1 in open court 
K * „ WW: 


* * 
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| oo give binaſelf the lie, 10 aſk SEL 
of the party injured=——But I haſten to 
mention in the fourth and laſt place, 
the happieſt effect of our government 
on the ſubjects, te Ae of reli- 

gion. Wer 
4. What would it avail a man were 
SY rich as Crœſus, old as Methuſelah, 
and were his fame wafted from the 
ſhores of Greenland to the Southern 
Ocean, had he no hope in futurity, over 
which religion alone throws a beam of 
comfort? Religion is the great pillar of 
the ſtate, Remove from the minds of 
men the idea of an inviſible witneſs 
who has power to judge and condemn, 
and laws will loſe much of their influ- 
ence. When Numa framed his ſyſtem 
of legiflation, he found it neceſſary to 
pretend conſultations with the een 
Egeria. 

In every country there will be diſ- 
ſonance of opinion in religious matters, 
: put s our een has eſtabliſhed in 
Scotland 


1 * 1 


. Scotland and England the ra . 
ſhip moſt ſuited to the genius of the 
different nations. Before the aſcenfion 
of Chriſt the Apoſtles were equal, aftes 
it ſome of the diſciples had pre- emi- 


nence over the reſt; but there is no 


expreſs precept in ſeripture about the 
external form of the church. Henry 
VIII. when he oppoſed the uſurpations 
of Popery, preſerved the form of wor- 
ſhip, and it is agreeable to the grada- 
tions found in ſociety. © John Knox 
| borrowed Preſbyterianiſm- from the re- 
publican form of Geneva, and having 
himſelf ſuffered much from the papiſts, 
learned to deteſt every relick of Popery. 
In this land of mild toleration, no 
ſectary is perſecuted for his religion; 
every ſubject may worſhip the God of 
his fathers according to his conſcience. 
Let us then with one accord lift up our 
hearts to heaven, and wiſh to this happy | 
government under which we were born 
and edugated. peace through every age, 
Such 
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her battles wick 
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Such is the view which I have takes 
- of the principles of government in ge- 
neral, with a particular reference to our 
own. The ſubject is very extenſive,” 
and in ſo ſhort a compaſs, I cannot 
hope to have exhauſted it. What 1 
have written is the offspring of my lei- 


ſure hours from a laborious profeſſion. 
Had my accumulation of materials been 
greater, and the time of arranging them 


longer, the work had been more per- 
fect; but as it is, I truſt it can do no 


harm, and ſhall be glad to find it pro- 
ductive of ſome good. I can ſay I have 
the honour to love my country, and 


like an ancient Roman ſoldier I fight 


THE END. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| That if this REG meet 1 the . 
probation of the Public, the Author 


intends to publiſh an hiſtory of the 


progreſs of Agriculture from the . ear- 
lieſt ages to the preſent time, with a 


| copious account of the preſent ſtate of 
N Huſbandry in Britain, from the moſt 
accurate information, 
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